
FMR is the world’s most widely read publication 
on forced migration, providing a unique global 
forum for sharing information, experience and 
policy recommendations among practitioners, 

policymakers, researchers and displaced people. 

 � a full-colour magazine-style publication

 � available in English, French, Spanish and Arabic

 � free of charge in print and online.

FMR is the flagship publication of the  
Refugee Studies Centre, University of Oxford, and 
celebrated its 25th anniversary in November 2012. 

FMR:
 � facilitates debate on policy and practice, 

and the sharing of best practice 

 � supports the information needs of the 
international humanitarian community

 � brings the reality of field experience 
to the attention of researchers

 � presents relevant research findings 
in an accessible format 

 � provides a forum for the voices of 
refugees, IDPs and stateless people

 � ensures that policy debates held in  
New York, Geneva and elsewhere are  

shared with practitioners, policymakers  
and displaced people around the world.
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plus articles on:

Nigeria; resettlement safeguards in mining; Syrians resettled in Canada;  

asylum in Sweden; AVR programmes; psychosocial age assessment;  

information on the Thai-Burma border; Iraqi refugees in Lebanon and the region; 

and LGBT forced migration in East Africa.
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Destination: Europe

plus a range of articles on other aspects of forced migration 
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Dayton +20
Bosnia and Herzegovina twenty years on  

from the Dayton Peace Agreement

plus articles on: 

safe shelter, asylum 

adjudication, assisted 

voluntary return,  

resettled refugees,  

and the landscape  

of protection
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Disasters and displacement 
in a changing climate

plus articles on: Cartagena +30, organ trafficking, animals,

distrust on the Thai-Burma border, and sweet tea in Jordan

and mini-feature on FGM
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Faith and 

responses to 

displacement

plus articles on: 

the 40th anniversary of the OAU Convention, 

work and refugee integration in Sweden, 

Kashmiri Pandits in India, violence in Central 

America, displacement in Mexico, and the 

status of refugee integration in Uganda
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The Syria crisis,  displacement and protection
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Afghanistan’s displaced people:  

2014 and beyond

plus mini-feature on statelessness
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Sexual orientation  and gender identity  and the  protection of forced migrants
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Issue 44
September 2013
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Detention,  
alternatives to detention, and deportation

plus:
mini-feature on the Syria crisis 
and articles on: Afghan refugees in Iran, community rejection in DRC, cash and vouchers, CAR refugees  in Cameroon, refugees’ right to work, and information about cessation for Rwandan refugees.

Detention of refugees, asylum seekers and other migrants is widely used by many states as part of their migration management strategy, often  as the precursor to deportation. However, there are viable, more humane alternatives.
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States of fragility
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FMR is published by the Refugee Studies Centre at 
the University of Oxford. It is read in print and online by 
thousands of readers around the world, is written for 
by authors from all sectors, and is in great demand for 
workshops, conferences, teaching, advocacy, reference 
and training.

FMR brings together experience and analysis, 
new ideas and new perspectives, lessons and 
recommendations for action. It is neutral and impartial, 
and is committed to the rights and protection of stateless 
people and forced migrants of all kinds. 

Each issue of FMR includes a major feature on an 
issue of emerging concern and/or focus – such as 
Climate change, Detention, and Sexual violence – 
and the impact of these issues on displaced people 
and those who work with them. FMR also covers 
lesser-known or little-covered themes such as 
Sexual orientation and gender identity, Disabiility, and 
Statelessness, and occasionally publishes issues on 
particular countries or regions, such as Europe, Syria, 
Afghanistan and North Africa. FMR presents up to 40 
articles on each theme from many different perspectives, 
and also includes a range of ‘general articles’ on other 
aspects of forced migration.

FMR provides input to debates, policy development, 
research and conferences.

FMR is available free of charge (in print and online). 
For those in the Global South in particular this is 
enormously significant. Few can afford subscriptions to 
academic journals and there are very few independent 
publications disseminated free of charge and of 
relevance to such a range of audiences. 

FMR’s availability in print as well as online is key to 
its accessibility by people around the world in contexts 
where internet access is still limited or expensive. In 
addition, the ability to raise the profile of themes covered 
is greatly enhanced by making print copies available at 
conferences and other public fora. 

FMR is firmly grounded in a world-class academic 
institution, and yet is deeply rooted in policy and 
practice. The FMR Editors have many years’ experience 
working in the international humanitarian community, 
including in the field. They bring their own experience 
and their location within academia to bear not only in 
researching FMR themes and developing outreach 
networks but also in editing FMR articles to be accurate, 
useful, succinct, relevant and accessible. 

SUPPORTERS OF FMR
FMR benefits from its collaboration with organisations and individuals around the world who write articles, promote 
and disseminate FMR, advise the editors and suggest topics.

Although housed within the Refugee Studies Centre of Oxford University, FMR is a semi-autonomous project 
dependent on raising its own funds for all aspects of its work. FMR is proud of having a diverse funding base  
and enjoys close collaboration with its donors. Over recent years these donors have included:

 � governments (including Australia, Belgium, Canada, Denmark, Luxembourg, Norway, Qatar, Spain, Switzerland, UK and US)

 � UN agencies (UNAIDS, UNDP, UNEP, UNFPA, UN-HABITAT, UNHCR, UNIAP, UNICEF, UNOCHA and WFP) and IOM.

 � NGOs (including CAFOD, Catholic Relief Services-USCCB, Christian Aid, Concern Worldwide, DanChurchAid, Danish 
Refugee Council, Handicap International, International Rescue Committee, Islamic Relief Worldwide, Norwegian Refugee 
Council, Oxfam GB, Refugees International, Save the Children US, Women’s Refugee Commission, World Vision,  
ZOA Refugee Care)

 � trusts/foundations (including the Arcus Foundation, Commonwealth Foundation, Ford Foundation, Henry Luce 
Foundation, Oak Foundation, Open Society Institute, US Institute of Peace)

 � universities and research institutes (Brookings, Feinstein, the Hunt Institute for Engineering and Humanity, Witswatersrand)

 � private individuals

A UNIQUE ROLE

“a pivotal publication” [UNDP]

“the best displacement-related review”  
[Danish Refugee Council]

“essential reading” [UNHCR]

“an invaluable space for dialogue” [IDMC]

“great source of information” 
[World Vision]

“a very strong advocacy instrument”  
[Sir John Holmes]

“an excellent publication”  
[Namibia Red Cross Society]

“a wonderful source of reporting”  
[Gaza Community Mental Health Programme]

“very professional work”  
[University of the Witswatersrand, S Africa]

“invaluable to our work with 
refugees” [National Catholic 

Commission on Migration Thailand]

“the best resource on protection we’ve 
had for months, if not years!”  
[International Rescue Committee Sudan]

www.fmreview.org



PROFILE AND OUTREACH

FMR is widely requested, circulated and cited. For example, for FMR 51 on Destination: Europe we not 
only received a record number of submissions of articles but also an unusually large number of requests for 
print copies, including for the Greek Asylum Service. FMR 51 was warmly received, for example: 

 excellent from @FMreview on the disparate manifestations of the ‘migration crisis’ - essential reading. 

Demand for FMR 31 on climate change and displacement was so great that 10,000 extra copies had 
to be printed. This issue was noted as pioneering the coming together of climate scientists and migration 
researchers, and was widely requested for international climate change negotiation meetings. Our follow-
up issue in 2015, FMR 49 on disasters and displacement in a changing climate, also required a 
higher number than normal of copies to be printed in order to meet demand.

Issue 38 on Technology brought together the perspectives on new technologies (particularly in the field of 
communications) of a diverse range of actors, including those who have come into the field of forced migration 
through the development of technologies designed for other purposes. This ability of FMR to bring 
together different disciplines helps promote cross-fertilisation of ideas, and strengthens understanding and 
learning across and between sectors. 

Publishing FMR in French, Spanish and Arabic as well as English enables it to reach audiences who 
would otherwise have little access to material on displacement. The FMR editors liaise with readers and 
authors – and accept articles – in any of the four languages.

RANGE OF TOPICS 

The FMR team has published 52 issues of FMR 
plus some special issues (on Innovation, the Indian 
Ocean tsunami and Iraq, for example) and a number of 
supplements. All back issues are online at  
www.fmreview.org/issues  

READERSHIP AND AUTHORSHIP

FMR is read in 165+ countries at all levels of local 
and international NGOs, UN agencies, Red Cross/
Red Crescent societies, refugee and IDP camps, 
displaced people’s associations, donors, researchers 
and students, foreign and interior ministries, libraries, 
the media and members of the public. Most copies of 
FMR are read by multiple readers. Authors of articles 
in FMR are drawn from the same communities, 
reflecting a mix of experience, practice and research.

FMR IN PRINT AND ONLINE

For each issue of FMR, we print and 
disseminate a total of about 20,000 copies 
of the magazine and its accompanying 
‘digest’. Readers are encouraged to 
request the lightweight digest if they 
have good internet access. Although 
people are strongly encouraged 
to read FMR online, its availability 
in print as well as online makes 
it accessible in countries and contexts 
where internet access is limited or non-existent. 

Each issue of FMR is available in all four languages websites 
in a number of formats: pdf, html and (for the English 
edition) mp3/audio. 

All back issues are online at www.fmreview.org but if you 
would like to request print copies of any FMR issues, 
please email the Editors at fmr@qeh.ox.ac.uk   

Each issue of FMR is promoted widely through Facebook, 
Twitter and other electronic dissemination channels. FMR 
is also available on external websites and digital storage 
locations throughout the world.
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Want to be kept informed? 
Sign up for our email alerts and we’ll let you 
know as soon as a new issue or future theme  
is announced. 

Email us at fmr@qeh.ox.ac.uk or sign up 
online at www.fmreview.org/request/alerts

Issue 38
October 2011

FOR FREE DISTRIBUTION ONLY

technology
THE

ISSUE

Plus articles on: Migrant deaths at sea, fleeing from Cairo, 

language training for refugees, refugees after the Japanese 

earthquake, a strategy for urban areas, partner violence, 

transitional justice in Kenya, and local integration.

The effects of changes in technology – particularly in  

communications technology – on displaced people and those 

who work with them are unevenly understood and appreciated.  

Inside we look at some of the changes and their implications…

Feature themes include:

Europe • Dayton+20 • faith • Syria • Afghanistan 
• detention • fragile states • sexual orientation and 
gender identity • preventing displacement • young and 
out of place • North Africa • technology • armed non-
state actors • DRC • disability • urban displacement 
• protracted displacement • statelessness • climate 
change • Burma • humanitarian reform • southern 
capacity • Iraq • sexual violence • Palestinian 
displacement • education • trafficking • Sudan • Indian 
Ocean tsunami • Europe • livelihoods • reproductive 
health • humanitarian logistics • internal displacement 
• children • older displaced people • gender 

www.fmreview.org

Issue 31
October 2008

Climate change and displacementIn response to growing pressures on landscapes and livelihoods,  
people are moving, communities are adapting. We debate the  
numbers, the definitions and the modalities – and the tension  

between the need for research and the need to act.

FOR FREE DISTRIBUTION ONLY

Plus articles on:  Darfur, Chechnya, recovery  and the rule of law, trafficking, HIV/AIDS services in Egypt,  satellite imagery, witchcraft…
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www.fmreview.org/solutions

FMR52  

FMR52  

www.fmreview.org/solutions

Forced Migration Review digest helps you gain easy online access to all FMR articles.

The digest complements the full-length magazine. Both the digest and the magazine of 

FMR issue 52 are available online and in print in English, Arabic, French and Spanish. 

Issue 52 

May 2016

digest

Thinking ahead:  
displacement, transition, solutions

Forced Migration Review (FMR) provides 
a forum for the regular exchange of practical 
experience, information and ideas between 
researchers, refugees and internally displaced 

people, and those who work with them. It is 
published in English, Arabic, Spanish and French. 
Forced Migration Review Refugee Studies Centre Oxford Department of International Development 

University of Oxford 3 Mansfield Road, Oxford OX1 3TB, UKfmr@qeh.ox.ac.uk • www.fmreview.org  
Skype: fmreview • Tel: +44 (0)1865 281700
 
Disclaimer: Opinions in FMR do not necessarily 

reflect the views of the Editors, the Refugee 
Studies Centre or the University of Oxford.

Copyright: FMR is an Open Access publication. You are  

free to read, download, copy, distribute, print  

or link to the full texts of FMR articles, and this 

digest and the magazine, as long as the use is  

for non-commercial purposes and the author  

and FMR are attributed.Authors who publish with FMR retain copyright 

subject to the grant of exclusive licence to FMR. 

All articles published in FMR in print and online, 

and FMR itself, are licensed under a Creative 
Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs 

(CC BY-NC-ND) licence.  Details at www.fmreview.org/copyright. 

The legal status of Iraqi refugees in neighbouring countries

Mohammed Abbas Mohsen (Ministry of Higher Education and Science, Iraq)

There is little protection and assistance available for Iraqi refugees in countries in the region, 

especially as these countries are predominantly non-signatories to the 1951 Refugee Convention. It 

is consequently hard for refugees to support themselves – and to keep safe.

www.fmreview.org/solutions/mohsenImprisonment and deportation of Iraqi refugees in Lebanon

Qusay Tariq Al-Zubaidi (volunteer)
A non-signatory to the 1951 Refugee Convention, Lebanon does not grant refugee status to Iraqis, 

many of whom end up spending long periods of time in detention.

www.fmreview.org/solutions/alzubaidi
Responding to LGBT forced migration in East Africa

Gitta Zomorodi (consultant)Following the passage of Uganda’s Anti-Homosexuality Act in December 2013, hundreds of LGBT 

individuals fled to Kenya seeking safety. A variety of interventions is needed in both Uganda and 

Kenya to respond effectively.www.fmreview.org/solutions/zomorodi

General articlesWhat’s going on in Nigeria?Toby Lanzer (UN Regional Humanitarian Coordinator for the Sahel)

Huge numbers of people in Nigeria’s north-east have been affected by poverty, environmental 

degradation and, specifically, Boko Haram violence. The need to bring our collective understanding 

and resources to such a setting is obvious – so why does action to do so remain elusive and what 

can be done to set things on the right course? 

www.fmreview.org/solutions/lanzerThe weakness of resettlement safeguards in mining 

John R Owen and Deanna Kemp (University of Queensland)

Given the levels of uncertainty that surround mining activities, it is questionable whether current 

planning practices can safeguard against the risks associated with displacement and resettlement, 

and whether industry practice is consistent with the responsibility to respect human rights.

www.fmreview.org/solutions/owen-kemp
Causes and consequences of Canada’s resettlement of Syrian refugees

Anne-Marie Bélanger McMurdo (independent)
By the end of February 2016, Canada had fulfilled its promise to resettle 25,000 Syrian refugees. 

However, this initiative has put a considerable strain on the settlement services that refugees 

receive after arrival, and raises questions about fair treatment for other refugees. 

www.fmreview.org/solutions/belangermcmurdo
Sweden’s U-turn on asylumBernd Parusel (Swedish Migration Agency)

Sweden’s recent turnaround on asylum was triggered by various factors, including insufficient 

domestic preparedness and the humanitarian failures of other EU countries.

www.fmreview.org/solutions/paruselAssisted Voluntary Return: implications for women and children 

Monica Encinas (charity worker)
Assisted Voluntary Return programmes often send women and children back to places of insecurity 

and uncertainty. Analysis of practice in the UK highlights the inherent problems and the need to re-

examine this type of programme.
www.fmreview.org/solutions/encinasPsychosocial age assessment in the UK

Debbie Busler (British Red Cross)
Poor age assessment procedures may have devastating consequences. New guidance for social 

workers in England aims to help ensure that the age of asylum-seeking children is assessed more 

fairly, more ethically and more accurately. 
www.fmreview.org/solutions/buslerCommunication of information on the Thai-Burma border

Victoria Jack (Internews)Communication of information has emerged as a particular concern for camp residents in Thailand 

since discussions about repatriation gained momentum in the past few years. 

www.fmreview.org/solutions/jack

Displacement and development solutions in Tanzania

Erol Kekic (CWS) and Harrison Mseke (Government of Tanzania)

Tanzania’s refugee integration could serve as a blueprint for expanding the framework of durable 

solutions globally.www.fmreview.org/solutions/kekic-mseke
Transitional solutions for the displaced in the Horn of Africa

Nassim Majidi and Saagarika Dadu-Brown (Samuel Hall)

Refugees can contribute significantly to the economy of countries of refuge. Legal, structural and 

political backing is crucial to strengthen this contribution and maximise the opportunities that are 

present. 
www.fmreview.org/solutions/majidi-dadubrown
Repatriation and solutions in stabilisation contexts

Giulio Morello (Danish Refugee Council)
So-called stabilisation contexts are risky for repatriation and therefore it is especially important to 

maintain the legal and practical difference between mandatory and voluntary repatriation.

www.fmreview.org/solutions/morelloPathway to peaceful resolution in Myanmar’s Rakhine State

Ronan Lee and Anthony Ware (Deakin University)

Loud nationalistic voices and powerful vested interests stand in the way of cooperation between the 

Rakhine and Muslim communities and solving displacement. 

www.fmreview.org/solutions/lee-wareRefugee-run organisations as partners in development

Evan Easton-Calabria (University of Oxford)
Incorporating refugee-run organisations into development programmes, potentially as implementing 

partners, provides a means to capitalise on refugees’ skills, reach refugees who may not be 

affiliated with international organisations, and take steps to close the relief-development gap in 

protracted refugee situations.www.fmreview.org/solutions/eastoncalabria 
A new approach to old problems: the Solutions Alliance

Alexander Betts (University of Oxford)
Over the last three years, the Solutions Alliance has gradually emerged as a multi-stakeholder 

initiative to overcome the so-called humanitarian-development divide. 

www.fmreview.org/solutions/bettsWe have, I believe, won acceptance for the argument…

Sadruddin Aga Khan (UN High Commissioner for Refugees, 1967)

From a statement made to the United Nations General Assembly, 20 November 1967.

www.fmreview.org/solutions/sadruddin

Sign up for occasional FMR email alerts at 
www.fmreview.org/request/alerts. 

plus a selection of general articles

We would like to thank Alyoscia D’Onofrio (International Rescue Committee) and 

Kathrine Starup (Danish Refugee Council) for their assistance as advisors on the feature 

theme of this issue. We are grateful to the Danish government which has provided 

financial support for this issue on behalf of the Solutions Alliance of which it is vice-chair.
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Disasters and displacement 
in a changing climate

plus articles on: Cartagena +30, organ trafficking, animals,

distrust on the Thai-Burma border, and sweet tea in Jordan

and mini-feature on FGM
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In 2016-17, the FMR team proposes publishing issues focusing on the  
following themes: 

 � Local communities: first and 
last providers of protection

 � Resettlement

 � Shelter

 � Non-signatories to the  
1951 Refugee Convention

Provisional themes for FMR beyond 2017 include:

 � Latin America

 � Refugee law and RSD

 � Peace and transitional justice

 � Water

DONOR SUPPORT

FMR’s annual budget totals approximately £280,000 / US$408,000 / €359,000. 
The budget for one issue can range from £55,000 to £90,000, depending 
on length, demand for copies, and whether we publish it in additional (local) 
languages. 

The Editors are seeking support for FMR in the form of:

Core/unearmarked support:
Unearmarked support is needed throughout the year to fund production of FMR  
issues and to cover salary and office costs. One-off or multi-year contributions of  
any amount are welcomed. 

Issue-specific support:
If a donor is particularly interested in a forthcoming feature theme, their donation 
can be earmarked for (and acknowledged in) that issue. Contributions usually range 
from £2,000 to £40,000.

Donor visibility and reporting
All current and recent donors are acknowledged in FMR in all languages in print 
and online, and in the funding reports of the Refugee Studies Centre. 

FMR liaises closely with donors over use of their funds and will discuss opportunities 
for profiling and acknowledging their support. Donors receive multiple copies of FMR 
for their own use, and full narrative and financial reports. 

All financial transactions and accounts are approved by the University of Oxford’s 
Finance Department. The University of Oxford is an ‘exempt’ charity under the UK 
Charities Act of 1993 and as such FMR can receive charitable donations. 

Forthcoming themes 2016-17

“FMR is a great way of finding out 
more in nice bite-sized chunks!”

“…you are doing amazingly important 
work in a wonderfully engaging way. 
Your work helps me and the refugee 
community in an immense way, by 
both showing us that we are not alone 
in the struggle for protecting rights 
and in sharing with us best practices 
which we try and emulate.” 

“Great background reading to 
understand the context and to design 
our advocacy strategy.”

“We have used the materials to train 
field workers on issues of migration 
and forced displacement.” 

“I hope universities, research institutes 
and international organisations will 
index the free and indispensable FMR 
copies in their libraries. FMR is simply 
amazing.” 

“[we have used FMR] in preparing 
reports for tribunal hearings.”

“Ever since [writing] that article,  
I received comments and feedback 
from all corners of the world – UN, 
INGOs, Somali Diaspora and local 
people.”

“Congratulations for the best 
displacement-related review.” 

“Forced Migration has transformed 
the social and political life of the youth 
in this area [Guinea] [through my] 
understanding your magazine and 
implementing some factors raised in 
the magazine.”

“The BBC contacted me for an 
interview because of the article  
I wrote in FMR.” 

“The FMR aroused my consciousness 
about issues relating to the 
reproductive health of refugees and  
I then decided to go to the Oru 
refugee camp in Ogun State to 
volunteer as a peer educator.”

“Forced Migration Review is like a 
beacon to those working in forced 
migration issues.”  

IMPACT
Feedback from FMR readers 
indicates how they use it 
and how useful they find it:

fmr@qeh.ox.ac.uk  • skype: fmreview • +44 (0)1865 281700

We welcome offers of partnership and collaboration on the above, as well as 
suggestions of other themes. Details online at www.fmreview.org/forthcoming

PODCASTS, TWITTER, FACEBOOK, QR CODES...

All FMR articles are online in audio format in English to download or  
listen to online at www.fmreview.org/solutions or at iTunesU  
http://tinyurl.com/iTunesU-FMR.

Follow us on Twitter or Facebook - we will let you know when new issues go 
online and when we announce forthcoming issues. And we’d welcome your help in 
disseminating this information through your own networks.

The handy digest that accompanies each new issue of FMR includes 
a QR code for each article. New to QR codes? Download any QR 
code reader app (QR = Quick Response) and scan the square QR 
code – it will take you straight to the article online.

https://itunes.apple.com/gb/itunes-u/forced-migration-review/id674075642?mt=10
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Forced-Migration-Review/105563989479431?ref=h
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Forced-Migration-Review/
https://twitter.com/fmreview
https://twitter.com/fmreview

